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ABSTRACT This study examined the manifestation of plagiarism among education students, as a basis for a literacy
program. Employing a descriptive-correlational research design, 18 undergraduate thesis papers were analysed using
Turnitin, followed by multiple regression to identify factors influencing similarity rates. Results revealed that 78 percent
of the papers exceeded the acceptable 20 percent similarity threshold, with copy-paste practices from bound theses and
online sources without proper citation as the most common violation. Multiple regression analysis demonstrated that
supervisor guidance, instructor input, and academic writing skills were significant predictors of plagiarism rates, whereas
academic workload had no significant effect. These findings indicate that plagiarism is primarily a manifestation of
academic literacy gaps rather than deliberate misconduct. The study concludes that addressing pedagogical deficiencies
through enhanced research mentoring and explicit writing instruction is essential for fostering ethical scholarly practices
in higher education.



